Local Flooding Preventative Measures

(Risk assessment)

The village of Wickenby has developed mainly following the south side of an east to west water shed. This slopes on the north side towards woodland and railway line, and on the south side towards an east to west flowing beck. The land here has an underlying boulder clay plate of varying depth and thickness thus has a natural high water table level. The beck carries the greatest amount of water through the village and receives flows off from ditches etc. It is therefore essential to regularly inspect the bridges that span this beck to make sure the flow of water is not obstructed by a build up of debris or vegetation overgrowth. This south side is the area that needs to be monitored during or immediately after prolonged heavy rain or snowfall. The principle risk here is surface water running down this south slope through the gardens of the linear development long Lissington & Snelland Roads, towards the beck. There is need to monitor the ditch which runs north to south on the east side of Westlaby Lane which takes water from both the parish drains in Lissington Road, Station Road plus road surface water. This ditch can back up with water when the beck is running at a high level. At the west end of the curtilage of the village, ‘Grass Cottage’ on the south side of Snelland Road and those dwellings on the north side are the most vulnerable, because the area of farmland around ‘Grass Cottage’ has been identified as a flood plain, particularly when there is a backflow of water from Langworth or the Barlings. The risk here is increased by any surface water rushing down the south slope as it did in 1981, through the back doors of the properties here and out the front. The ditch at the rear of these dwellings on the north side of Snelland Road on arable land as part of ‘Willow Tree Farm’ needs to be monitored and kept cleared out. The roadside ditch on the south side of this road from the dwellings known as ‘The Holding’ to opposite ‘Talybont’ also needs to be kept cleaned out. This applies also to the stretch of ditch on the east side of ‘Grass Cottage’ which takes considerable amounts of water from the north side of Snelland Road and it too can back up during high levels of water in the beck.

During the 2008 floods it was observed that Lissington Road was particularly prone to a flow of water with which the road drains were unable to cope. The drain gratings blocked due to a build up of leaf and other debris. The drainage system here sited on the north side of Lissington Road and fronting the majority of properties is antiquated and consists of a variety of different diameter pipes having been laid over many years in a piecemeal manner. It has been interfered with by a succession of owners of the older properties connecting to it to dispose of sewage and overflow from septic tanks. The flow of water along this road was added to by surface water shed from hard standings and driveways of some of the dwellings on the north side here. These driveways are constructed of a variety of materials including brick blocks to asphalt. Also a considerable amount of water was flowing onto the road from the saturated gardens as the result of roof water overflowing from inadequately constructed soakaways.

One further risk area is Snarford Road at the east side of the railway bridge where road surface water flows down the east slope of the bridge, frequently collecting in a pool east of ‘Fir Tree Lodge’ eventually discharging into ditches on both sides of this road. Land surface water from the north slope of arable land here also both drains and is piped into the south side ditch, the responsibility of the owners of ‘Willow Tree Farm’. This particular ditch requires regular monitoring after heavy rainfall despite there being a large drain pipe beneath it east of ‘Fir Tree Lodge’ which discharges onto arable land on the north side of the road.

Bullet point requirements:

· To monitor the free flow of water along the stretch of beck flowing through the village, and report to the appropriate riparian land owner(s) or agency any build up of debris or vegetation overgrowth

· To monitor the free flow of water along ditches that discharge into the beck and report to the appropriate land owner or agency any build up of debris or vegetation overgrowth

· To monitor the road drains and report blockages early to the appropriate agency

· To put pressure on the agency responsible to replace the outdated parish drainage system

· To continue recommending to WLDC Planning Department, the discouragement of hard standing impervious driveways

· To continue recommending to WLDC Planning Department, the need for proper percolation testing after inclement weather conditions, not during or immediately following an extended dry period.

· To continue recommending to WLDC Planning Department, the need for soakaways to be constructed adequately calculated to receive the amounts of rainwater shed from the roof areas of individual houses and deep enough to allow water to permeate through the clay belt,

· To continue recommending to WLDC Planning Department, the need to prevent construction of pipework from individual sewerage systems or from existing septic tanks discharging into open roadside ditches or the parish drain.

· To offer residents advice on flood protection and prevention.
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Mr. P. Thornalley

‘Willow Tree Farm’

Snelland Road

Wickenby

LN3 5AB

Dear Mr. Thornalley

As the weather patterns have been predicted to change adversely and parts of this village having previously experienced incidents of flooding, the Parish Council has produced a report on flood causes, and prevention measures it would wish to implement. Please find enclosed a copy of this report.

During and following inclement weather of the past 2 years, monitoring of specific ditches and water courses within the parish was undertaken and showed the east west ditch north of Nos. 1 & 2, Council Bungalows, Snelland Road and the north south ditch east of the bungalow named ‘Talybont’, Snelland Road were filled with water to capacity as effective flow was impeded by overgrowth of vegetation and silting up. When the land is saturated, these 2 ditches play a significant role in dispersing surface water away from these properties.

There is also some concern about the east west ditch parallel to the south side of Snarford Road, east of ‘Fir Tree Villa’. This ditch receives considerable amounts of water from land drainage, surface water run off and the road surface from the downward slope of the railway bridge there.

Following complaints of overspill from this ditch causing deep water to stand and back flow towards the residential properties some remedial work was undertaken by LCC Highways, which did relieve the flooded area, but it was observed that the ditch can still fill to capacity following heavy rain or snow melt, also as the result of overgrowth of foliage and silting up. Please find enclosed a marked map of these sites

The Parish Council therefore asks for your co-operation in maintaining these ditches, if possible before the onset of Winter.

Should you require any further information, please contact the Parish Clerk on the details shown  above.

Yours faithfully

_______________

M. J. Gill-Stafford
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30th November 2013 

Mrs. Prince

1, Council Bungalow

Snelland Road

Wickenby

LN3 5AB

Dear Mrs. Prince

As I did not receive an answer when I called last evening to discuss with you the following information, I enclose a copy of the flood report compiled by the Parish Council which it respectfully recommends you read and take the appropriate action contained within the report.

The weather patterns have been predicted to change adversely and parts of this village having previously experienced incidents of flooding, the Parish Council has considered a number of preventative measures it would wish to implement for the benefit of the residents. 

Monitoring of feeder ditches within the Parish to the beck was undertaken following periods of heavy rainfall or snowmelt and it was observed that the ditch on the north boundary of your property was filled to capacity with water. It has been observed in the past that after inclement weather, rainwater unable to penetrate saturated agricultural land on this north side of your property flows down the sloping soils surface or is channelled down by ploughed furrows thus placing your bungalow extremely vulnerable to flood damage.

The area of agricultural land on the south side of Snelland Road opposite your bungalow is a natural flood plain designated by the Environment Agency to receive back flow water from Langworth and the Barlings Eau.  Also after heavy rainfall or snow melt, the ditch on that south side of Snelland Road was also observed to be full to capacity with water, the flow being impeded by foliage overgrowth, silting and back flow from the beck. The owner of this particular ditch is currently being sought to be requested to clean it out to its full depth.

The Parish Council therefore suggests that you consider all of these facts carefully and take adequate precautionary measures to prevent flood water entering your home and causing considerable damage, disruption and inconvenience. It further suggests that you obtain and hold a stockpile of sandbags or soil filled bags to be readily available should the need arise.

If you require any further advice or information please do not hesitate to contact any of the numbers shown above.

Yours sincerely

________________

M. J. Gill - Stafford
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30th November 2013 

Witham Third District

Internal Drainage Board

Witham House

Weaver Road

Lincoln

LN6 3QN

Dear Mr. Shilling

Re: Flood Prevention measures – Wickenby

Please find enclosed a copy of a report compiled by this Parish Council in an attempt to identify causes of minor flooding in specific areas within this village and to implement measures to prevent reoccurrence.

A copy of this report is published on the parish website and this has been brought to the attention of residents through an article in the Council’s newsletter. Those households that are particularly vulnerable to flooding have received an explanatory letter and verbal contact.

Included in the report is an area of concern on which further action cannot be undertaken by this Parish  Council, and is detailed below with the reason.

The ditch on the south side and parallel to Snelland Road, Wickenby west of the property known as ‘The Holding’ to a point opposite the property known as ‘Talybont’, is very neglected and water flow is restricted by overgrown, leaf debris and silt buildup. This ditch receives a considerable amount of surface water from the road. It has been observed that after long periods of rainfall or at snow melt, surface water runs off saturated agricultural land on the north side of Snelland Road, through the field boundary hedge, across the road and into this ditch, bringing silt with it. This ditch is also an important part of the defence from flooding to the linear housing on the north side of Snelland Road when the beck overflows its banks onto the agricultural land on the south side of Snelland Road and floods following back flow from Barlings Eau, Langworth and Snelland, particularly since an extraction pit that once existed in this field has now been filled in and the land levelled.

This Parish Council has been unable to trace the person responsible for cleaning the ditch as the land has changed ownership a number of times during the past few years. It therefore asks for your assistance in contacting the owner from your records and by using your statutory powers request the ditch is cleaned out to its full depth before the onset of winter rain or snowfall.

Yours sincerely

____________

M. J. Gill-Stafford
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4th September 2015

J.I. & V.S. Robinson

Collow Abbey Farm

East Torrington

Market Rasen

LN8 5SE

Dear  Sir/Madam

Flood prevention measures- Wickenby

This parish council has been undertaking a survey of areas within Wickenby village that are, or highly likely to be at risk of flooding, and is taking appropriate measures to be prevent a re-occurrence of damage to property through flood water when there have been periods of heavy rainfall or snow melt.

You are probably aware that the field on the north side of the beck and east of the bungalow named ‘Grass Cottage” at Snelland Road, Wickenby is designated by the Environment Agency and The Third Witham Drainage Board as a sacrifice flood relief plain  when the water courses at Langworth and Barlings overflow and back up through Snelland.

It has been observed that the ditch on the south side of Snelland Road bordering the field and running parallel to it has been at times full to capacity and just a few centimetres below the road level, unable to discharge into the beck due to a build up of silt and vegetation overgrowth.

As a first defence for the properties on the north side of Snelland Road and as a catchment ditch for road surface water it is requested that as you have the riparian responsibility, this ditch on the south side of Snelland Road is cleaned out to its original depth of at least one metre so that it can function efficiently. 

Your co-operation in this matter, particularly before the onset of Winter, would be gratefully appreciated.

If you have any comments or questions about this matter please contact either of the persons named in the heading.

Yours sincerely

___________

L. Richardson

